
                                   CHICAGO TEACHERS UNION
                PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES’

FORUM FORMAT

Moderator

 An independent moderator will be engaged for the candidates’ forum.
 The moderator will not be a member of the Chicago Teachers Union or the 

Illinois Federation of Teachers.
 The moderator will be introduced at the opening of the forum by the 

parliamentarian for the evening.
 The moderator will state the format for the forum and will advise those present 

that decorum is to be followed at all times.

Format

 The debate will be conducted in a hybrid format (at the Jacqueline Vaughn Hall 
at the CTU and remotely)—with candidates in person, in-person delegates and 
observers, and a live broadcast to delegates and observers who wish to 
participate remotely.

 The debate will take place on Thursday, May 5th at 5-7 PM.

Opening

 Each candidate is given three minutes to make an opening statement.
 Candidates will speak in an order established at the opening of the meeting by 

drawing numbers.
 A timekeeper will give candidates a warning when they have one minute of time 

remaining, and a second warning when they have 30 seconds of time remaining; 
the timekeeper will flash a “Stop” sign to speakers at the conclusion of the three-
minute period.

 The moderator will allow the speaker the opportunity to complete the sentence in 
progress at the time the “Stop” sign is flashed, but will not allow anything further 
to be spoken.

Questions/Rebuttal

 The debates between the Vice Presidential Candidates will be held first and 
separately from the Presidential Candidates debate.

 The Vice Presidential portion of the debate shall consist of up to four (4) 
questions the moderator selects from those submitted by delegates.

 The Presidential Candidates portion of the debates will consist of up to six (6) 
questions the moderator selects from those submitted by delegates.

 Delegates will be provided with forms on which questions may be written for the 
candidate or candidates.  These forms will be available on-line, with a 
submission deadline prior to the event so that questions can be printed and given
to the moderator.
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 The moderator shall screen the questions to help assure relevant and important 
questions are asked, and that the submission indeed asks a question, and does 
not make a statement.

 Questions may be posed specifically to one candidate or to all candidates.  In the
case of a question posed to all candidates, each will have two (2) minutes to 
respond.  If a question is posed to one specific candidate, that candidate will 
have two (2) minutes to respond. The other candidates will be afforded one (1) 
minute to respond to the answer given if they choose to do so. If they do 
respond, the original candidate will then have a final one (1) minute for rebuttal. 

 The moderator will present an equitable number of each type of question 
(directed at one candidate or directed at all candidates), i.e., if candidate A 
receives a question directed directly to him/her, candidate B will also receive a 
question directed directly to him/her, etc.

 30 minutes shall be devoted to the question and answer period in the vice 
presidential portion of the program, and one hour shall be devoted to the 
question and answer period in the presidential portion of the event.

 If time remains in either section, the moderator may ask additional questions. In 
the event that additional questions are asked, each Presidential Candidate shall 
receive the same number of total questions. In the event that time expires in the 
middle of a question, candidates will be allowed to finish answering.

Closing

 Each candidate shall have two (2) minutes to make a closing statement.
 Speaking order for closing statements will be in reverse order from the sequence 

followed in the opening statements.
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