
New CDPH data on vaccination rates: persistent racial
gaps among eligible Chicago public schoolchildren

On September 20, 2021, CDPH responded to a FOIA request by the
CTU on the level of vaccination among the eligible school-age
population as Mayor Lightfoot’s CPS team flounders to pull together
COVID testing, contact tracing and vaccine tracking and delivery in
our schools. We’ve done some analysis based on that information, to estimate what the vaccination rates looks
like for the CPS population – and what the vaccination gap between races in the 12-17 age group looks like.

Some key takeaways:

● Alarmingly, dashboard vaccination data shows that new vaccinations have slowed down dramatically in
the 12-17 population from 600 a day in early August down to below 300 a day in early September.

● Among the eligible Black school-age population, barely a quarter are vaccinated – even as the mayor’s
CPS team continues to fumble vaccine access and promotion.

The CDPH FOIA response and numbers differ from our analysis and summary, for reasons explained in detail
below this short summary:

CDPH FOIA data adjusted for the 12-17 population shows that as of September 7, roughly:

● ⅔ of white population 12-17 fully vaccinated
● ¼ of black population 12-17 fully vaccinated
● Little less than ½ of latinx population 12-17 fully vaccinated
● Overall, half the population 12-17 fully vaccinated as of Sept 7th
● Vaccination rate among white youth 2 and a half times greater than rate among black population

compared to early August, when white vaccination rate was 3 times greater. During August, Latinx and
Black vaccination rates for the 12-17 age group increased.

● After adjusting based on CPS demographics, the weighted avg vaccination rate for 12-17 population is
42% - an estimate of the overall vaccination rate for the eligible school-age population in CPS.

Details of calculating vaccination rates:

The FOIA’d CDPH data has a number of issues that make it tricky to cite – first CDPH is using the 10-17
age/race population from census data as the base to calculate vaccination rates, because they don’t have the
12-17 breakdowns by age+race in the Census data. This means the denominator for the population base is
much higher than vaccination data summarized for the 12-17 population elsewhere. Also – there appears to be
underreporting of race/ethnicity in the collected vaccination data.

Because of these issues, we’ve used the data we’ve received in the FOIA, and other information on the City of
Chicago CovidDashboard to make our own estimates. Specifically, we used the total 12-17 population estimate
of 180,859 cited on the dashboard, and the 10-17 population breakdown by race provided in the FOIA in order
to estimate the racial breakdown of the 12-17 population and to create new denominators for the vaccination
data, then recalculated vaccination rates.



At least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and coverage by race/ethnicity and age group through Sep 7th
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Age 
Group 
(years)

Latinx
Received 
at least 1 

dose
Black, NL

Received at 
least 1 
dose

White, 
NL

Received 
at least 1 

dose

Asian, 
NL

Received 
at least 1 

dose
Total

Received at 
least 1 dose

12-17* 46,507 44% 19,424 24% 24,054 55% 6,596 59% 107,533 44%

18-29 93,766 64% 43,852 31% 115,759 62% 31,024 76% 327,921 62%

30-44 114,876 65% 67,167 45% 185,423 72% 38,222 72% 463,141 72%

45-64 123,017 75% 127,187 66% 150,866 74% 30,417 79% 483,241 80%

65+ 40,103 56% 86,699 69% 102,822 76% 18,018 67% 271,587 75%

Total 418,269 54% 344,329 44% 578,924 64% 124,277 66% 1,653,423 61%

12+* 418,269 63% 344,329 50% 578,924 70% 124,277 73% 1,653,423 70%

18+ 371762 67% 324,905 53% 554,870 71% 117681 74% 1,545,890 72%

*Population counts include 10 and 11 year olds due to availability of census data. Thus, coverage levels in this group are underestimated
Data current as of 9/7/2021. COVID-19 vaccinations administered to Chicago residents based on home address, as reported by medical providers in the Illinois Comprehensive Automated 
Immunization Registry Exchange (I-CARE). Denominators are from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 5-year estimated average for 2015-2019.
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Completed series of COVID-19 and coverage by race/ethnicity and age group vaccine through Sept 7th

Age 
Group 
(years)

Latinx
Completed 

Series
Black, NL

Completed 
Series

White, NL Completed 
Series

Asian, NL
Completed 

Series
Total Completed 

Series

12-17* 37,641 35% 15,031 19% 21,542 49% 5,993 54% 88,475 36%

18-29 83,005 56% 35,884 26% 107,763 57% 28,690 70% 292,854 56%

30-44 104,151 59% 57,939 39% 176,009 68% 35,993 67% 424,795 66%

45-64 114,565 70% 115,224 59% 143,748 71% 28,749 74% 447,569 74%

65+ 37,607 53% 79,495 63% 97,757 72% 16,777 62% 252,316 70%

Total 376,969 49% 303,573 39% 546,819 61% 116,202 62% 1,506,009 56%

12+* 376,969 57% 303,573 44% 546,819 66% 116,202 68% 1,506,009 64%

18+ 339,328 61% 288,542 47% 525,277 67% 110,209 69% 1,417,534 66%

*Population counts include 10 and 11 year olds due to availability of census data. Thus, coverage levels in this group are underestimated
Data current as of 9/7/2021. COVID-19 vaccinations administered to Chicago residents based on home address, as reported by medical providers in the Illinois Comprehensive Automated 
Immunization Registry Exchange (I-CARE). Denominators are from the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 5-year estimated average for 2015-2019.
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