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 Re: Board’s Response to CTU’s Request for Mediation 

 

Dear Mr. Goodchild: 

 

We are in receipt of your November 8, 2020 request for mediation. In accordance with Section 

4.5(b) of the Illinois Education Labor Relations Act (IELRA), the Chicago Board of Education 

(CBE) agrees to engage in mediation with respect to the impact of its decision regarding in-

person learning. The CBE will not engage in mediation over its decision to reopen schools. 

 

The CBE has announced its goal to return to in-person instruction for pre-K students and 

students in cluster programs during the second quarter of this school year. As you are well aware, 

decisions to determine the places of instruction, whether remote or in person, are permissive 

subjects of bargaining under Section 4.5, and the CBE has no obligation to bargain its decision.  

 

We have engaged in impact bargaining, including bargaining over health and safety protocols, 

related to a return to in-person learning and will continue to do so. Section 4.5(b) sets forth an 

exclusive process for disputes or impasses that arise from impact bargaining of 4.5 topics. The 

parties have previously agreed to the process to be used in keeping with these requirements, and 

the CBE is prepared to engage in that process. The parties’ process contains a panel of agreed-

upon neutral mediators and we are prepared to select a mediator from that panel. Please let us 

know when you would like to proceed. 

 

We look forward to continued engagement, toward the shared goal of productive partnership that 

will help the students and families who need our collective support.   

 

Sincerely, 

     /s/ 

Kaitlyn A. Girard 

Labor Relations Officer 


