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The following memo summarizes key takeaways from a recently completed survey of Chicago likely voters 

on the issue of public schools re-opening.1 The data not only underscore the popularity of the Chicago 

Teachers Union’s approach to the safety criteria necessary for learning amid the COVID-19 pandemic, they 

also reinforce the Mayor’s expedience in reversing course on her month-long push for in-person learning 

in Chicago Public Schools at the same time that infection rates across the city continue to rise. 

 A majority of voters (54%) opposes re-opening the schools for in-person learning at the end of 
the summer, versus just 29% who support it. Another one-in-six voters (17%) is currently 
undecided. 

o African American voters are among the most opposed to in-person learning (61%), but 

opposition to re-opening the schools for in-person learning is the consensus position, as 

a majority of Latinx voters (52% oppose to 35% support), and nearly half of whites (49% 

oppose to 37% support) agree. 

 

 Chicagoans are dissatisfied with the Mayor’s approach to this issue. Fully 50% of voters rate the 

job Lightfoot is doing on her handling of re-opening Chicago public schools this fall as “just fair” 

or “poor” compared to just 33% who believe she is doing an “excellent” or “good” job on this 

front. 

o In comparison, Chicago Public School teachers remain exceedingly popular and trusted 

voice in this debate, with 69% of Chicago voters rating them favorably compared to just 

18% who rate teachers unfavorably. 

 
1 Lake Research Partners designed and administered this survey, which was conducted via phone, using live, 
professional interviewers over a representative mix of landlines and cells, as well as online using text-to-online 
methodology. The survey reached 600 likely 2023 municipal voters in the City of Chicago between July 30 – August 
4, 2020. The margin of error for the full sample is +/-4.0%.  
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 Voters are negative in their outlook on the direction of the city, with just 30% believing the city is 

headed in the right direction, and nearly half (48%) believing the city is pretty seriously off on the 

wrong track. Voters are even more pessimistic when it comes to the direction of Chicago Public 

Schools, with just 19% saying the schools are headed in the right direction compared to a 55% 

majority who believe the schools are pretty seriously off on the wrong track. 

 

 Voters are highly concerned with the health and safety of students, teachers, and school staff 

upon returning to in-person classes Fully 78% rate this between an “8-10” on a scale from 0 to 10, 

where 0 means it is not a concern at all and 10 means it is a major concern, including 64% who 

rate it a “10”, the highest expression of concern available offered. 

 

 The data contains one further warning sign for any future efforts to rush in-person learning before 

safety standards for controlling the virus can be assured. As—or more—concerning to voters than 

the health and safety of students, teachers, and support staff when it comes to schools re-opening 

is the health and safety of all Chicagoans, should students and school communities become super-

spreaders of the coronavirus.  Another 78% of voters rate this possibility between an “8-10” on 

the same 0-10 scale, including 65% who rate it a “10”, or major concern. 

o As with opposition to the push to re-open schools for in-person learning, concerns about 

the health and safety of students, teachers, support staff—and all Chicagoans—are even 

more pronounced among voters of color. Among African American voters, 71% rate the 

health and safety of school communities a major concern and 74% rate the health and 

safety of all Chicagoans a major concern. Among Latinx voters, 67% rate both scenarios 

major concerns. Among whites, slightly smaller majorities rate each scenario as major 

concerns: 57% in the case of school communities and 59% in the case of the city as a 

whole. 

 

 Finally, voters respond with resounding support for every component of the CTU plan for Chicago 

public schools during the pandemic, but are particularly supportive of CPS providing internet 

access and a laptop or tablet to all students (84% support overall, 75% strong support), increasing 

the number of teacher assistants available during remote learning to support student and family 

learning needs (82% support, 72% strong support), and providing learning opportunities to 

parents and caregivers on how to assist students with remote learning, offered at several different 

times to reach as many people as possible (82% support, 67% strong support).  

o In addition, Chicago voters support CPS providing one full-time nurse and one social 

worker to each school to monitor and support students and staff's physical and mental 

health, upon the eventual transition to in-person learning (86% support, 72% strong 

support).  

o In fact, there is no provision of CTU’s plan that does not attract strong support from a 

solid majority of voters, and overall support from roughly three-quarters. However, it is 

noteworthy that the least supported of all the proposals, in relative terms, is 

guaranteeing students a full school day of live remote instruction every day of the week 

alongside their classmates (74% support, 58% strong support). 
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