
 
>*UDE�\RXU�UHDG�V�DWWHQWLRQ�ZLWK�D�JUHDW�TXRWH�IURP�WKH�GRFX�PHQW�RU�XVH�WKLV�VSDFH�WR�HPSKD�VL]H�D�NH\�SRLQW��

 

   ^ƚƌŝŬĞ�>ŽŐŝƐƟĐƐ�WůĂŶ� 
ͼ WƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉŝĐŬĞƚ�ĚĂŝůǇ�Ăƚ�Ăůů�ǁŽƌŬ-ƐŝƚĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϲ͗ϯϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ƚŽ�ϭϬ͗ϯϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ĞǀĞƌǇ�

ĚĂǇ͘� 
ͼ /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶƐ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĂůůŝĞƐ�Ăƚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĚŽǁŶƚŽǁŶ�

ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ͘� 
ͼ DĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂŇĞƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚǇ�

ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƐƚƌŝŬĞ͘�� 
� 
 

WŝĐŬĞƚ�^ŝŐŶ�WŝĐŬ-ƵƉ��ϭϵϬϭ�t͘��ĂƌƌŽůů��ǀĞŶƵĞ͘�� 
ͼ ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϮ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͗��  ϵ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘�ƚŽ�ϯ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
ͼ ^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϯ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͗��  Ϯ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�ƚŽ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘� 
ͼ dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϱ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͗  ϯ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�ƚŽ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
ͼ tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϲ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͗ ϯ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘�ƚŽ�ϲ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘� 

 E'-ŽƚĞŐ-ϳϰϯ-ĂƐ  

O V E R V I E W  
 

Delegate and               
School Leader Strike                                

Instructions 



 

 

Do  It is your job to participate each morning on the picket line. (Details of start/end times will 
come from your Delegate or Contract Action Team--CAT) 

Do  Meet co-workers in front of school and form a picket line at the designated time. Take 
attendance. Make it fun! Chant, sing, dance, etc. 15 m inut es af t er  picket  st ar t  t im e, have t he CAT 
call t hose who are m issing. Assign people to cover every entrance.  

Do  Dress appropriately for the weather, wear comfortable shoes, and wear layers/hat (RED FOR 
ED!) 

Do  Designate co-workers or other supporters each day to bring coffee, snacks, water. Everyone 
chips in and takes turns! 

Do  Read the Strike Bulletin in the morning and plan for  each day?s af t ernoon act ivit y.   

Do  It?s not just a CTU teachers, paraprofessionals and clinicians strike.  We are likely striking with 
SEIU Local 73 members who represent security and special education personnel.  All staff who are 
part of our bargaining unit must honor the strike. Welcome allies and let them know how much we 
appreciate their support (parents, community members, other union members).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do not  Enter the school building or grounds for any reason. (Make sure you take home 
personal belongings that you may need before the strike.) 

Do not  Park in school parking lot. (Use side streets or park nearby.) 

Do not  Enter the school building to use the washroom? use a place of business nearby or 
find a parent or neighbor who can support us this way. 

Do not  Use work email to communicate! Use personal email and phone/text. 
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STRIKE! 
Do?s and 
Don?t s 



 

Picket Captain Instructions 
BEFORE A STRIKE BEGINS 

1. There is a Picket Captain at each school, in most cases the Delegate.  Picket Captains need to assign 
assistant picket captains, one for every 10 CTU members or portion thereof. This will likely be your 
Contract Action Team (CAT), if you have one. 

2. This group of Picket Captains will be your school’s Strike Committee. There needs to be a leadership 
structure in every school that has one Picket Captain in touch with 10 members or less, so that every 
member is in regular communication with a Picket Captain. 

3. You will be in daily contact with a CTU Strike Coordinator.  Make sure your CTU Strike Coordinator has 
your cell phone number, and you have her/his cell number.  

4. Make sure you have a complete list of members’ names, emails, and cell phones. Have members text 
“CTU” to 69238 (MyAFT) to sign up for text message updates. (Your carrier’s messaging and data rates 
may apply.) 

5. Make a sign-in sheet so you can record who participates in the picket line each day.  

6. Find a place near your school where people can use the bathrooms, such as a friendly restaurant, church, 
or educator/supportive parent’s home; and find a place where your members may want to go to 
breakfast after the morning picket line.  

7. Make a parking plan for your school. You will NOT be using the school parking lot. This may require 

outreach to local police to make arrangements that tickets not be issued to strikers’ cars parked in front 
of the school or other solutions. 

8. Pick up signs and materials at the union’s strike headquarters.  Ask members to also make hand-made 
signs, or arrange a place and time to make them. Your Strike Coordinator/DO may be able to help 
arrange supply drop offs, but it is YOUR job to make sure your school has the supplies it needs. 

9. If parents, community organizations or churches in your school’s neighborhood set up a rally, public 
forum or other event that provides an opportunity for outreach and solidarity with the CTU, sign up 
members to participate and send notice of the event to organizing@ctulocal1.org.  

10. All members are needed on the line at 6:30 a.m. at your school. We must be there before any employees 
arrive. We will picket until 10:30 a.m., then a lunch break before afternoon actions (all members 
needed). The Strike Committee should call all members not on the line by 6:45. Don’t scold, but let them 
know that we feel good on the lines and we need them.  Our unity is our strength! 

11. High Schools and large Elementaries:  Set up a “flying squadron” of 10-20 members who have vehicles 
and are prepared to quickly mobilize to nearby elementary school picket lines to bolster them, or 
wherever needed.   

12. Call retired teachers from your school and ask them to participate in picket lines.  

13. Continue flyering parents and talking to them about our issues. 
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Picket Captain Instructions 
AFTER A STRIKE BEGINS 

1. Make sure all members at your school are signed up to receive and regularly checking the 
union’s texts, emails, and on its Facebook page.  

2. Distribute the union’s Picket Line Instructions and Strike Do’s and Don’ts to all members and 
supporters on the picket line.  

3. Daily:  Print and distribute the CTU strike bulletin “On the Line” to members. Copies will be 
available at the Strike Headquarters, but it is your job to make sure that printed copies are 
distributed at your picket line. 

4. Daily:  The Strike Committee meets every day to assess members’ morale and participation, and 
the status of the picket line. Discuss which members might be struggling or considering crossing 
the line. Make sure that individual members are being given the attention and support they may 
need. Delegate additional jobs to strong strikers who are ready to take on more. 

5. Daily:  Check off a list of members who participated in the picket line.  The Picket Captains need 
to be in touch with those not participating.  

6. Daily:  Picket Captains must speak with your Strike Coordinator/DO by 11 a.m. every day with the 
status of your school’s picket line, reports of Board activity and raise any needs, problems, or 
questions.  Your Strike Coordinator will also have you report numbers and other information via 
an electronic survey each morning.   

7. Inform members on the picket line when the union announces a large action downtown or 
elsewhere, where parent, community, and union supporters can participate alongside CTU and 
SEIU members. Reach out to your network of parent and community supporters about these 
events. 

8. We have a legal right to picket. Be courteous but firm with anyone who tells you or other 
members that you cannot. Get their names and report any problems to your Strike Coordinator 
or Strike Headquarters immediately. Cooperate with police officers and obey their directions. 
The Picket Captain should be the liaison to the police at their school and should be the only one 
to talk with police if there is an issue. 

9. A key role is to motivate members and keep morale strong and united. CTU expects members to 
picket daily in the morning at their school and also be available for picketing and rallies later in 
the day.  As the organizer, you want to convey that sense of urgency.  For example, you and your 
strike committee should work out plans for who will bring coffee & donuts daily, lead chants, 
and otherwise keep spirits high. 

  

 



 

PICKET LINE INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEMBERS 
 
Every member on the picket line represents the union.  Every member and supporter who joins the picket line must 
adhere to the union’s picket line rules.  Your school’s Delegate is the Picket Captain. The Picket Captain makes all 
decisions concerning the picket line.  
 
1. We need every member to picket every day in order to demonstrate the unity and determination of our 

members.  Parents need to see their teachers and educators on the line.  Sign in with your Picket Captain when 
you arrive and when you leave.  Strikers should picket in front of their schools (unless otherwise instructed) from 
6:30am to 10:30am every morning. Larger rallies with supporters will happen later in the day either downtown or 
elsewhere when supporters can join our members on the union picket line.  

 
2. We have a legal right to picket on public property. Be firm but courteous to anyone who tells you that you cannot 

picket. If you run into any problems, immediately report them to Strike Headquarters. 
 

3. Members and supporters are encouraged to carry union placards/signs, or to make their own. The Picket Captain 
has the authority to prohibit any sign from the picket line if it conflicts with the union’s message.  

 
4. Music, bells, whistles, chanting, and singing are encouraged to express unity and solidarity.   The Picket Captain 

has the authority to ask that any offensive display be prohibited from picket line if it conflicts with CTU’s message.  
 
5. If a reporter approaches you, walk them over to the Picket Captain who will ensure that only members speak who 

will stay on message.  At all times stay on the union’s message.  
 
6. Strikers are encouraged to bring food and snacks, but be sure to remove all trash when you leave.  Strikers are 

encouraged to bring children, family members, and friends to the picket line. 
 
7. Do not go onto school property at any time, neither to park nor to use the bathroom. Your Picket Captain/Strike 

Committee will have made a plan for a nearby bathroom to use (business, supportive family, etc.). 
 
8. CTU picket lines are at all times nonviolent.  Do not make physical contact with anyone crossing the picket line or 

say or do anything that is intimidating.  Do not lock arms, but you may bunch up the picket line or move slowly to 
discourage crossing the line. 

 
9. Avoid confrontations and at all times exercise self-control.  Do not engage in loud arguments with people who 

cross the picket line, or who come to the picket line prepared to argue with strikers.  Never use foul or abusive 
language.  If neighbors or interested people approach you with questions, communicate in a friendly, courteous 
manner designed to persuade.  Stay on the union’s message.   

 
10. Alcohol, drugs, weapons, and coming to the picket line under the influence are prohibited.   
 
11. Cooperate with police officers and obey their instructions.  Picket Captains are the only ones who will talk to 

police if there is an issue.  If there is a problem, report it to union headquarters.  But be aware that the first 
amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the 1935 National Labor Relations Act guarantee your right to peacefully 
protest during a strike.  

 
12. Report any anti-union rumors or activities to the Picket Captain.  

 
13. All CTU members should to text “CTU” to 69238 (MyAFT) to sign up for text message updates. (Your carrier’s 

messaging and data rates may apply.)  They should also sign up on the CTU website to sign up to receive regular 
emails and text messages with updates on contract negotiations and strike solidarity – www.ctulocal1.org. 



CAT Member 
Name: _______________________ 
Cell: _________________________ 

1. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
2. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
3. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
4. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
5. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
6. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
7. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
8. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
9. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
10. Name: _______________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
11. Report to Delegate on call results. 

 
Delegate: _________________________________ 
 
Cell: _____________________________________ 

CAT Member 
Name: _______________________ 
Cell: _________________________ 

1. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
2. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
3. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
4. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
5. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
6. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
7. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
8. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
9. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
10. Name: _______________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
11. Report to Delegate on call results. 

CAT Member 
Name: _______________________ 
Cell: _________________________ 

1. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
2. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
3. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
4. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
5. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
6. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
7. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
8. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
9. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
10. Name: _______________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
11. Report to Delegate on call results. 

CAT Member 
Name: _______________________ 
Cell: _________________________ 

1. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
2. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
3. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
4. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
5. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
6. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
7. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
8. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
9. Name: ________________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
10. Name: _______________________ 
    Cell: __________________________ 
 
11. Report to Delegate on call results. 

School: _____________________________________ 
 
Network: ____________________________________ 

District Supervisor: ____________________________ 
 
Cell: ________________________________________ 



CTU English Chants 2019:  
1. 1, 2, 3, 4 - Students are what we’re fighting for!  5, 6, 7, 8 - We will keep our students safe! 
 
1. Union Power on the Rise!  Now’s the time to Organize!  Smaller Class Size!  Give our children better lives!  

 

2. I say Teachers - You say Yes!  (Librarians, Nurses, Paras, SECAS, Students, Parents, Public Schools) 
Teachers - Yes!  Librarians - Yes!  

 
3. Call: What Do we Want? Response: Justice/Fair Contract/Community Schools! Call: When do we want it? 

Response: Now! Call: Right Now? Response: Right Now! Call: Right Now? Response: Right Now! 
 
4. 1) Call: I Believe. 1) Response: I Believe 2) Call: I Believe that we will. Response: I Believe that we will 3) 

Everyone together:  I believe that we will win, I believe that we will win, I believe that we will win! I believe 
that we Will Win!  

 

5. We need Staff!  They Just Laugh!  We need supplies!  They roll their eyes!  But if we fight!  They’ll do 
what’s right!  

 

6. When I say Student (or people), you say power! Call: Student (people) - Power! Call: Student (people), 
Power.  

 

7. Public Education is our Right! Fight, Fight, Fight, Fight! 
 
8. Whose future?  Our Future!  Whose public schools?  Our public schools!  
 

9. Who’s got the power?  We got the power!  What kind of power?  Union/people/parent/student power! 
 

10. When Public Education is Under Attack, What do we do? Stand up Fight back!  
When Immigrants are Under Attack, What do we do? Stand up Fight back 
When Women’s rights are Under Attack, What do we do? Stand Up fight back 
When LGBTQ Rights are Under Attack, What do we do? Stand Up Fight Back 
When Black Lives are Under Attack, What do we do? Stand Up Fight Back 

 

11. Call: Who’s Schools? Response: Our Schools! – Call: Whose Community? – Response: Our Community! 
Call - Whose City?  - Response: Our City “Whose streets?” / “Our streets!” 

 
12. The educators/parents/students united will never be defeated (REPEAT)  
 
13. Education - Not Deportation! Education - Not Incarceration! 
 
14. “Black lives matter!” 
 
15. “Show me what democracy looks like!” / “This is what democracy looks like!”  
 
16. Everywhere we go! (repeat) People want to know! (repeat) Who we are (repeat) So we tell them (repeat) 

We are the students! (repeat) The mighty, mighty students! (repeat) Fighting for Justice and public 
education! (repeat)  [teachers, parents, etc] 

 



17. One, we are the students, Two -a little bit louder - we are the students, three - I still can't hear you - we are 
the students . Four  Education is our Right! 

 
18. Ain’t no power, like the power of educators, Cuz the power of educators don’t stop! Say What? (REPEAT) 

[teachers, paras, students] 
 
19. Get up, get down, Chicago is a Union town!  Get Up, Get Down there's students in this town! 
 
20. It is our duty to fight for our freedom. Repeat - It is our duty to win. Repeat - We must love each other and 

protect each other. Repeat - We have nothing to lose but our chains.” Repeat 
 

       21.  Money for schools and education, not for mass incarceration! 
 
       22.  Education is a right, not just for the rich and white! 
 
       23.  1, 2, 3, 4, we won’t take it anymore, 5 6 7 8 come on Mayor Negotiate! 

 
24. Mayor Lightfoot, get on the right foot 

This is why we’re fighting, come on Mayor - put it in writing 
Mayor Mayor this is critical, why you gotta be so hypocritical  

 
 
 Chants in Spanish: 
 
1. El pueblo, unido, jamás será vencido 
 
2. Adelante, adelante ¡Nuestra lucha es constante!  
 
3. ¡Lightfoot!  ¡Escucha! ¡Estamos en la Lucha! ¡Lightfoot - Escucha! ¡Estamos en la Lucha! 
 
4. ¿Que Queremos? ¡Justicia! ¿Cuando? ¡Ahora! ¿Cuando? ¡Ahora, Ahora, Ahora! 
 
5. ¡Hoy luchamos!  ¡Mañana ganamos! (today we fight, tomorrow we win!) 
 
6. ¡Aqui Estamos, Y No Nos Vamos! Y si nos echan, ¡regresamos! 
 
7. ¡Se ve!   ¡Se siente!  ¡El pueblo está presente! ¡Se ve! ¡Se escucha! ¡El pueblo está en la lucha! 
 
8. Ni lluvia / ni viento / ¡detendrá este movimiento! 
 
9. Si no escuchas/ ¡más fuerte será la lucha! 
 
10. La la dignidad del pueblo no se vende-- ¡Se defiende! 
 
11. Estamos en la lucha por la justicia  / estamos en la lucha, no nos moverán / como un árbol, firme junto al 

rio / no nos moveran 
 



    CTU STRIKE BREAKER FORM 

 
 

NAME OF STRIKE BREAKER:  ______________________________________________ 
 
 
JOB TITLE OF STRIKE BREAKER: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
SCHOOL/LOCATION STRIKE BREAKER ASSIGNED:  ___________________________ 
 
 
LOCATION OF WHERE PICKET LINE CROSSED: ______________________________ 
 
 
DATE PICKET LINE WAS CROSSED: ________________________________________ 
 
 
POINT OF ENTRY INTO BUILDING: _________________________________________ 
(Door number, location in the building, etc.)  
 
Narrative of what was observed (Example: “I saw Jane Doe enter Smith Schools’ east door 
 
 at 8:30 a.m.”):  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
   (Please use other side of this sheet if you need more room.) 
 
By signing as a witness, you are acknowledging that at a later date, the CTU may contact 
you to testify about what you observed.  This form must be signed by at least one witness.  
Witnesses must be first hand observer of incident. 
 
A strike breaker is defined as someone that crosses the picket line to work while a strike is 
happening.  Not being present at the picket line is not considered strike breaking.  Strike 
breaking applies only to those that cross the picket line to work and get paid. 
 

Please return this form to: Chicago Teachers Union, 1901 West Carroll Avenue, Chicago, IL 60612 
 
 

____________________________ ______________ ____________________ 
Name of Witness #1    Date    Email 
 
____________________________ ______________ ____________________ 
Name of Witness #2    Date    Email 
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