
As faculty members of the University of Illinois at Chicago’s College of Education, we 
applaud the Chicago teachers’ strike that has shifted the ground of the national 
school-reform debate. Twenty-six thousand CPS teachers, with widespread parental 
support, have publicly challenged the national trend toward privatization and 
corporate-model education policy. They remained steadfast to safeguard the 
fundamental rights of students, parents, and teachers, despite political pressure to 
conform to corrosive educational policies and practices that undermine quality 
education. 
 
The striking teachers highlighted crucial issues impacting students who have been 
underserved by traditional public, charter, and contract schools, including:. 
 

 The closing of public neighborhood schools, replaced by privately-run 
charter or contract organizations, which disrupt students and families, are 
costly, and do not lead to better learning outcomes; 

 
 The displacement of experienced teachers caused by these closings, resulting 

in the loss of crucial experience and training from the district; 
 

 The over-emphasis on standardized test scores and “value-added” measures 
in teacher evaluation, like that legislated in the 2010 P.E.R.A. state law and 
pushed further by CPS, which lead to narrowing of the curriculum for 
students. 

 
Local and national school reforms should include: 
 

 Broader and deeper curriculum including the arts and world languages; 
 

 Professional development to support a more rigorous curriculum in reading, 
math, science, and social studies; 

 
 Recruitment and retention of expert teachers who can contribute to the 

revitalization of neighborhood schools, building bonds with students and 
parents; 

 
 Rigorous, valid, and fair teacher evaluations designed to protect the integrity 

of public education and support ambitious instruction; 
 

 Provisions for principals to effectively lead their schools within a system of 
checks and balances. 

 
The Chicago Public School teachers have taught a lesson to all of us. 
 
We need to collaborate openly and respectfully, bringing in all stakeholders in 
solving the real and pressing challenges of meeting the learning needs of the 



children of our city.  We cannot stand idly by in the face of failing policies. We need a 
strong coalition of public school parents, teachers, policy makers, researchers, and 
community members to protect the vitality of public education. 
 
The strike was a call for greater equity in learning opportunities for students, 
greater respect for educators, and better resources for classrooms. The stakes of not 
collaborating are too high: in Chicago, not only are students’ futures at stake, but so 
are their lives. 
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