
Sisters & Brothers, 
 

On behalf of the 12,000 strong members of the Toronto Education Workers, 
representing secretaries in the schools and administration building, caretakers, 
educational assistants, early childhood educators, lunchroom supervisors, adult 
instructors, international languages instructors, swim instructors and about 500 other job 
classes (a rough equivalent to your Paraprofessional and School-Related Personnel, we 
stand in solidarity with you and your fight for quality education delivered by decently 
compensated teachers and PSRPs. 
            All over the world, and especially in North America, there have been attacks on 
both the content / curriculum and the people who deliver the programs and services so 
valued by their various communities.  

Right now in Ontario, we are working closely with our allies in elementary 
(Elementary Teachers of Toronto, affiliated with the Elementary Teachers Federation of 
Ontario) and secondary (District 12 of Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation) 
to recind one of the worst pieces of legislation ever passed. Not only does it remove our 
right to negotiate our collective agreements with our employer, the Toronto District 
School Board, but it also strips away many hard – earned benefits including our sick 
leave plan. 
            So far we have been pretty successful fighting privatization of all sorts including 
vouchers, charter schools or any other variation.  But the pressure to open up education 
to profit is intense.   

So, too, is the squeeze to end the deficit.  Instead of looking at the role tax cuts 
etc have played on diminishing the revenue after the 2008 meltdown, public sector 
workers in Ontario have been told they will “donate” their pay by forgoing increases. 

Banks, on the otherhand, have just reported just under $8 billion in profits this 
quarter. 

Having had to go on strike twice since 1998 (for 2 weeks and then 4 week), we 
certainly understand your situation.   We are sending you a donation ($1,000) by post 
today.  Use it for whatever you feel is most important. 

We salute you and congratulate you.   
 
In Solidarity, 
 

Katie McGovern  
Recording & Corresponding Secretary  
CUPE 4400 - Toronto Education Workers 
1482 Bathurst St., Suite 200  
Toronto, ON  M5P 3H1  
416-393-0440 x 230  
 
 


